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Chezch Republic PMS National Director 

visits SCQC Extension-Mission School 

  
 The Out-going and in-coming National Director of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) Czech Republic visited the 
Philippines from March 13 to March 22, 2015. They 
coordinated with Rev. Fr. Socrates C. Mesiona, MSP, the 
Pontifical Mission Societies-Philippines National Director to 
visit projects that are funded or have been helped by the 
Pontifical Mission Societies.  

  Fr. Jiri Slegr ( out-going Chezch Republic PMS 
National Director), Deacon Leos Halbrstat( in-coming Czech 
Rep. PMS National Director), Mr. Martin Ryznar 
(cameraman), and Mrs. Hana Koukalova(Czech Rep 
Diocesan Mission Director) visited different institutions and 
congregations to see how they have been helped by the PMS.  
On March 18, 2015, the group with Br. Anthony S.P. Dameg, 
FLP ( PMS-Philippines Formation Coordinator) visited the 
satellite school of Sienna College in Porac, Pampanga that 
provides basic education to the Aetas of the area. They were 
impressed on how the O.P. 
 Siena Sisters and the lay collaborators give 
importance to them by giving them a dignified life through 
education and human formation programs. - - - Br. Anthony 

S.P. Dameg, FLP 

Fr. Slegr & Mrs. Koukalova (left) pose with Sr. Angie, OP (SCQC IBED Principal) Sr. Aurelia, OP (CORDO 

Director) and Br. Anthony S.P. Dameg, FLP ( PMS-Philippines Formation Coordinator) 
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“I am the resurrection of life. He 

who believes in me will live, 

even though he dies” John 11:25 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We celebrate the Eucharist because the Lord invites us to 

communion with Him. We might not always feel that hunger 

and thirst St. Catherine wrote about, but surely, we 

understand what she meant: “The more I thirst, the more I 

drink, and the more I thirst for more…” We are also especially 

gathered here today because we have received an invitation 

from our beautiful sisters who gratefully celebrate today on the 

Feast of St. Catherine in this Year of Consecrated Life, the 

silver jubilee of their religious profession. After twenty-five 

years of Dominican life and preaching, look at them, they look 

a little older but prettier; and definitely a lot heavier ---even Sr. 

Paz has surprisingly gained a few pounds! 

Obviously, we are all here because we have been blessed 

and touched by the gift of consecrated life Sr. Isabel received 

60 years ago; Sr. Cecille, Sr. Doray, Sr. Badette and Sr. Paz 

received 25 years ago! We also especially remember in the 

Eucharist Sr. Melba who made her profession with them but is 

now celebrating the jubilee with Jesus and the saints in 

heaven. But is mere longevity enough reason to celebrate? 

Does counting years truly matter? Someone wisely said: Not 

everything that can be counted counts; and not everything 

that counts can be counted. Love, commitment and vocation 

count the most; they are not countable. We celebrate with our 

sister jubilarians because of the countless ways their 

Dominican life and ministry have touched and blessed so 

many people.  

Our brother Thomas Aquinas rightly defines consecrated as a 

school for the perfection of charity, perfectae caritatis. The 

evangelical counsels of obedience, chastity and poverty, are 

not ends but means to become perfect in charity.  

The evangelical counsel of Poverty reminds us that we are 

all God's children, magkakapatid --- since our umbilical cords 

were cut from the same mother, the Church, then we ought to 

share, hating-kapatid. Paradoxical as it may seem, 

evangelical poverty is the Christian solution to economic and 

spiritual poverty or destitution. The evangelical counsel of 

Chastity should help us perfect our love for one another as 

brothers and sisters. It involves witnessing to the importance 

of our bodies in the mysteries of faith: the Word becoming 

Flesh; the sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Jesus in the 

Eucharist, and the resurrection of our bodies. It is inclusive, 

"catholic love" (not exclusive). Chastity makes our ministerial 

relationships healthy and holy. 25 & 60 YEARS OF ...p/3 

25 and 60 YEARS OF 
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CBCP DECLARED 2015 AS YEAR 
OF THE POOR 

And the Lord turned and looked at Peter… (Lk 22:61) 

THE GAZE OF THE CRUCIFIED LORD 

Love and Compassion, Forgiveness and Challenge 

CBCP Message 

Opening of the Year of the Poor 2015 

(Excerpt) 

When you gaze into the eyes of the Crucified Lord, and he gazes 

into yours, you encounter the love of the Resurrected Lord.  Many 

prefer not to look.  Many recoil at looking into the eyes of a man in 

deadly pain.  Many balk at having to respond to love.  But these 

are not the eyes of a defeated man, condemned for criminal 

insurrection.  They are the eyes of an unlikely King, who in dealing 

death its death blow, still looks into our eyes with challenge.   In his 

love is his call to the Kingdom of his Father, his Kingdom of justice, 

compassion, peace and life to the full. 

In the sign of this crucified Lord, now resurrected, we your Pastors, 

invite you to the celebration of the Year of the Poor.   Behold 

Jesus, poor.  No image of Jesus, poor, surpasses this one. Jesus 

hangs from his Cross stripped of his clothes, his dignity, his 

possessions, his power, his strength.  He is fully one with the 

unwashed, the oppressed, the scorned, the powerless, the 

miserable, the outcaste.  In the Year of the Poor, look into the eyes 

of the crucified Lord.  There is no experience richer. 

You who are poor… 

In those eyes, you who are poor, feel his suffering-with-you. From 

his Cross, he walks with you through crowded alleys, stumbles on 

mud, recoils at the stench of unmoved sewerage.  He bows to 

enter your makeshift home hobbled together from salvaged 

materials; it is for your family, but you share it perforce with rats and 

cockroaches, an oven in the hot season, a waterfall when rainy. 

Looking into his eyes, you feel his gaze into your soul. You do not 

understand.  Why the love for you, but a poor man?  Why the 

energy from the Cross to convince you: you are loved?  Why the 

persisting message like a mantra in the sign of the Cross:  “I have 

come to bring life, and bring life to the full,”  and, “Blessed are you 

who are poor….  Blessed are you who hunger now… Blessed are 

you when men hate you…” 

You who are weary… 

In the Year of the Poor, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, 

we your Pastors invite you, as Jesus himself did: come to 

Jesus.  “Come to me,” Jesus said, “and I will give you rest.”  Life 

has not reduced you to penury, but life has not lifted you to 

wealth.  To you also Jesus has said, “I have come to give life, and 

to give it to the full.” 

Thinking of your families, your spouses, your children, the relatives 

who run to you for help in their unending need, you work long 

hours, you work overtime, you even take on second and third jobs, 

just to make ends meet.  Often ends don’t meet; demands exhaust 

you; your taskmasters overstress you; worries distress you. 

You who are rich… 

“I have come to bring life,” he said, “life to the full.”  Some of you, 

sadly, are unmoved by this.  You do not believe this.  You do not 

believe Jesus brings anything. You say you do, but you don’t. 

For you, the fullness of life is the good life: your doing.  It is not 

gifted, but taken.  It is not brought to you as a blessing from above, 

but seized as a result of pushing and shoving from below.  It is not 

selfless, but selfish.  It is fueled by pride, scheming ambition, the 

exhilaration of power, the taste of blood.  For this you work harder 

than hard, you push yourselves to the limit, you even push beyond 

the limit.   

Behold Jesus poor… 

If that gaze, filled will love, brings you to confusion, shame 

and repentance in this Year of the Poor, then consider its 

urgent challenge for you: With God’s grace, turn away from 

your haughtiness, your pride, your selfishness, your idolatry of 

money, your all-consuming fascination with power.  In love, 

work to build the Kingdom of God on earth! 

In the Philippines, this means, urgently: stop the corruption. 

Stop the misuse of the People’s funds.  Stop the wanton 

destruction of the environment.  Fight the poverty of the 

poor.  Build vibrant companies that use our resources to 

create wealth for our people, but distribute that wealth 

equitably.(Download the full text here: http://www.slideshare.net/alexlayda/year-

of-the-poor-cbcp-pastoral-message) 
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DIFFERENT SIENA COMMUNITY 

REPRESENTATIVES PARTICIPATE IN 

THE DOMNET NATIONAL 

CONVENTION 
The Dominican Network (DOMNET) held its annual 

National Convention at the training hotel of Holy Trinity 
University (Sienatel), Palawan last February 12-14, 2015 with 
the theme “Governance, Spirituality and Freedom”.   

Most Reverend Pedro Arigo, DD, Apostolic Vicar of 
Vicariate of Puerto Prinsesa celebrated the opening mass. 
After which, the formal convention started.  

The convention allowed the participants to listen to 
different keynote speakers having different topics. The 
speakers were Fr. Dominic Izzo, OP, Vicar of the Master for 
the Convent of Santa Sabina, Rome who talked about 
spirituality and freedom as grounding of Dominican school 

governance; Bishop Pablo S. David, DD, director of Church 
Heritage Commission, Archdiocese of San Fernando, 
Pampanga, on the prophetic role of education; Fr. Edmund 
Nantes, OP, superior of Rumah Santo Dominicus, Indonesia, 
on “Philippine Dominican Schools, Colleges and Universities: 
Creating Springs of Hope Through Genuine Dialogue”; and Fr. 
Gillarme Joy B. Pelino, director of Social Action Center, 
Diocese of Marbel, South Cotabato on Catholic Education and 
Social Transformation. 

The participants have different commissions namely: 

courtesy of http://opphil.org 

commission on instruction, commission on research, 
commission on community service, commission on 
educational leadership, and the commission on youth. These 
commissions reported on their corresponding topics. 
According to youth commission member, Ms. Kim de Zuñiga, 
College Department’s Student Coordinating Council (SCC) 
President, the youth commission discussed how to establish 
and strengthen DOMNET to the schools. She added that 
there were suggestions given to them and one of which it is to 
invite the core group to their respective schools to talk on 
about DOMNET. Other topics were also touched on the youth 
structure of DOMNET and experiences of the past activities 
of the organization that served as learning pillars to 

courtesy of http://www.cbcpnews.com 

THE SISTERS 

ATTEND PCNE 

II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Second Philippine Conference on New Evangelization 

(PCNE II) was held at the Quadricentennial Pavilion of University of Sto. 

Tomas on January 15 -17, 2015. It began on the day when the Holy 

Father Pope Francis (Jorge Bergoglio) scheduled a five day visit to the 

Philippines. The Theme of PCNE II is 'Blessed are You". The PCNE II 

aspires to respond to the challenges posed by PCNE I which was 

celebrated last 2014. Taking the cue once again from the voice of Pope 

Francis, PCNE seeks to reflect on the Beatitudes of Matthew 5 and the 

radical evolution it demands. In cognizance with the Church in the 

Philippines declaration of the Year 2014-2015 as the Year of the Poor, 

PCNE II seeks to deepen our appreciation of the Beatitudes in relation to 

our struggles with inequality and poverty. 

 Pope Francis in his message during PCNE I, he said, “Don't 

get tired of bringing the mercy of the Father to the poor, the sick, the 

abandoned, the young people and family. Let Jesus be known in the 

world of politics, business, arts, science, technology and social media. 

Let the Holy Spirit renew the creation and bring forth justice and peace in 

the Philippines and the great continent of Asia that is close to my heart...” 

The challenge of the Holy Father was addressed to the Laity who will be 

having leading roles in the transformation of the Church and the society. 
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The Long Journey to End 

Human Trafficking 
Sr. Cecilia Espenilla, OP 

Anti-Human Trafficking Advocate Philippines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING “a crime against humanity” (Pope 
Francis) 
 Human trafficking, the modern day slavery, is happening 
everywhere and every moment.  It is now the second most 
profitable crime in the world.  According to Global Slavery Index 
2014 there are 35.8 million people in modern slavery.  Slavery was 
abolished 150 years ago and yet there are more people in slavery 
today than in any other time in human history. Trafficking robs 
people of their dreams. The stories of victims in the Philippines are 
heart-breaking and they are painful reminders of the long journey to 
fight human trafficking and a long way to go in building a truly just 
and peaceful society.   
 
FIGHT AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
 As JPIC Coordinator of the Congregation, the Dominican 
Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena, Philippines decided that our JPIC 
thrust is the Anti-Human Trafficking advocacy. The anti-human 
trafficking work is a gigantic task considering the massive global 
network and huge financial profit of the traffickers.  Thus, 
partnership with GO, NGO and Civil Society Organization (CSO) 
working on the same advocacy is an indispensable need to realize 
this mission.  I worked in multi-partnership with the Office on 
Women of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP), Center for Migrants Concerns of the Association of the 
Major Religious Superiors of the Philippines (AMRSP), Talitha Kum 
Philippines and the Dominican Family.  I also sit as observer of the 
regular meetings of the Inter-Agency Council Against Trafficking 
(IACAT) headed by the Secretary of the Department of Justice and 
the Presidential Task Force Anti-Illegal Recruitment (PTFAIR) 
headed by the Vice-President of the Philippines.   
 In most of our field work in massive information campaign 
I had been working closely with Visayan Forum, one of the most 
effective NGOs in the Philippines working to end Human Trafficking 
for the past 20 years. We formed the iFIGHTERS Team of the 
iFIGHT Movement, a movement for young people to sustain 
awareness and to fight human trafficking. 
 
THE FIVE Ps 
 The UN has come up with 4Ps to combat trafficking.  We 
made it into five, we added Prayer as an important element for the 
success of our work, with St. Josephine Bakhita as our Patron 
Saint.  The first P is Prevention, this is our main task; massive 

information campaign to peoples especially the young.  Prevention 
as they say is the best cure against human trafficking.  This is our 
challenge.  In our prevention campaign we get to equip and 
empower our young people to learn to protect and defend 
themselves and their friends and families from human trafficking.  
 
THE JOURNEY 
 We travel from place to place, school to school organizing 
forums on human trafficking.  Now we have expanded our forums 
and seminars to include those organized by the Church, through 
the Parish and Diocese and the Government thru the Governor, 
Mayor and Barangay leaders, including the Police Force and the 
Local Government Units.  I had been personally involved, both as 
organizer and resource person in the massive information 
campaign to more than 23,000 people in less than 2 years.   

 The support of the School Heads, Parish Priests, Bishops, 
Governors, Mayors and Barangay leaders are inspiring.  More and 
more people are getting informed, and yet I must admit, it is still a 
long journey.  When will this modern-day slavery end, nobody 
knows, but we have to do something 
 
THE VICTIMS 
 Talking and listening to under-age victims tell their stories 
are heart breaking.  Stories of how they were kidnapped and gang 
raped; maltreated and physically abused by their employers; sold 
to prostitution over and over; working for hours with minimal pay, 
less food and no rest; deceived by their own relatives; naked and 
performing sexual acts before cameras to satisfy the request of 
customers … and many more.  The most shocking to me is to see 
five year old and one year old girls who were used for cybersex.  
They were too young and too innocent to understand what 
happened to them.  I can only shed tears every time I see these 
little ones and ask, Why Lord that this should happen to your 
children? 
 
THE DANGER 
 Traffickers are very innovative and highly organized so we 
have to keep ourselves updated about the latest news and 
strategies used by traffickers.  This is like the work of a secret 
agent.  Sometimes we get updates from the NBI especially on 
matters of Child Cybersex and Pornography as well as rescue and 
surveillance of possible suspects, although we are careful on this 
matter.  Working in this advocacy somehow exposes us to dangers 
because the enemy will not simply let go of any obstacles to obtain 
their end, sitting.  Hence, on our part, we campaign and we pray 
much.    

courtesy of Google images 

courtesy of Google images 

25 & 60 YEARS OF ...from p/1 The evangelical counsel of 

Obedience comes from ob-audire, to listen; it is the virtue that 

enables us to listen to God's call and respond to it within the 

context of the community. Among the counsels, obedience is 

primarily at work in our loving response to God's call.  

Sisters Paz, Rhodora, Cecille, and Badette dared to vow 25 

years ago. God knows how they have struggled to be true to 

the vows they boldly promised. God knows how many times 

they have been unfaithful due to human weakness. God 

knows how much they have suffered in their holy desire to 

keep their word. Yes, we join them today in thanking god for 

the graced moments of heroic fidelity. But their faithful 

perseverance is not the reason for our celebration. What we 

celebrate is God’s unshakable faithfulness and unconditional 

love. God loves us even when we are unloving and unlovely; 

God is faithful even when we are not. God is powerful 

because He is true to His Word. Makapangyarihan and Diyos 

sapagkat ang kanyang salita ay nangyayari. Sa 

pamamagitang ng kanyang salita, nilikha niya ang langit at 

lupa. Sa pamamagitang ng kanyang salita, si Jesus, ang 

kanyang Bugtong na Anak, naganap at nangyari an gating 

kaligtasan. Makapangyarihan ang Diyos sapagkat ang 

kanyang salita ay nangyayari. God’s power shines through us 

when we keep our word.  

Our dear sisters dared to vow, to give their solemn word 

because of their love for the God who keeps his word. Our 

sisters dared to vow even if they do not know where the 

vowed life would lead them. I’m sure Sr.  

Paz did not know 25 years ago that she would become today 

the Directress of Colegio del Santissimo Rosario in Libmanan, 

Sr. Cecille as Directress of St. John’s in Tiaong, Sr. Rhodora 

as Administrator of Santa Catalina Spirituality Center in 

Baguio, and Sr. Badette as Regional Vicaress of Mindanao 

Region. Yet they dared to say “Yes” to a future that is not in 

their hands because they firmly believed that the future is in 

God’s loving and merciful hands. They dared to make a 

promise, because of God who has first made promises. "He 

is the God to promised to Noah that the no longer be 

overwhelmed by flood; He promised to Abraham 

descendants more than the sand; He promised to Moses to 

lead His people out of slavery. And the culmination of the 

Father's promises is Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord, and God’s 

eternal ‘Yes  

When we face huge problems in our community or ministry or 

family, when everything seems hopeless and we feel 

helpless, we remember that all is not lost and there is always 

hope in the God who keeps his promises. The most beautiful 

definition of hope I have ever encountered is the one from St. 

Catherine of Siena whose feast day we celebrate today. She 

said, "Hope is the radical refusal to put limits to what 

God can do for us." Our country has known again the 

power of such hope when Mary Jane Veloso's execution was 

stayed pending a judicial review. We were on the road from 

Isabela yesterday afternoon when we heard that an 

Indonesian officer refused, at first, to give Mary Jane the 

durian she requested, because the fruit might increase her 

cholesterol level! Imagine that: they are about to shoot her 

and the officer was worried about her health! But my travel 

companions found hope in the morbid absurdity: the officer 

was worried about her health because Mary Jane would not 

die today. When we hope, we refuse, in faith and love, 

that there is a limit to what God can do for us. So dear 

Jubilarians, our dear co-novices 25 years ago, be careful with 

the durian or anything that would compromise your health, 

You still have a mission to fulfill, to preach Jesus whom you 

promise to love and obey, until you renew your vows, on your 

golden jubilee! (Download the entire text here: http://

www.slideshare.net/alexlayda/jubilee-2015) 
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The Jubilarians pose with Mo. Jess & Priest celebrants 

Some of the Sisters pose with the Jubilarians during the Agape 



stirred in awe with the beautiful churches and places they visited 
particularly the Cathedral Diocese of Ba Ria where they prayed over the 
tomb of the Martyrs of Ba Ria. Also, they visited Tao Phung, Cathedral 
Parish of Hongan, Parish District court, Danka, Thachlam, Nuicui, 
Ninhphat, Tantrieu, Hanoi, Bachai, and Thaihoa, all in the Diocese of Xuan 
Loc. Likewise the participants had a good chance to interact with the 
catechists and catechetical directors of each diocese. There, they 
discovered that the parents play a big role in the establishment of faith of 
their children for catechesis is intensified at home; hence, the family 
catechesis and vocation awareness. The participants did not only enjoy 
every corner of Vietnam during their exposure but they prayed in 
admiration and praised God for they were not just exposed but immersed. 
  
God Bless Vietnam and Her Good People 
The Filipino religious men and women participants of the 8th Summer 
Catechetical Institute for Priests were not just happy during the four day 
convention but intensely blessed for they were not just exposed to the 
corporal beauty of Viet Nam but most importantly they have witnessed the 
blossoming Catholic ways and growing number of vocations to priesthood 
and nunnery in the face of Communism in the entire country. The Episcopal 
Conference of Vietnam is composed of three Ecclesiastical Provinces 
namely, Ecclesiastical Provinces of Hanoi, Hue, and Saigon. Hanoi has 
nine dioceses: Bac Ninh, Bui Chu, Hai Phong, Hung Hoa, Lang So’n & Cao 
Bang, Phat Diem, Thai Binh, Than Hoa, and Vinh. Archdiocese of Hue has 
five dioceses: Ban Me Thuot, Da Nang, Kontum, Nha Trang, and Quy 

Nhon; while, Archdiocese of Ho Chi Minh City has nine dioceses: Ba Ria, 
Can Tho, Da Lat, Long Xuyen, My Tho, Phan Thiet, Phu Cu’ong, Vinh 
Long, and Xuan Loc. 
 Viet Nam may be a small country, yet, each diocese has around 
200 parishes and around 300 priests. In fact, there are 500 seminarians in 
the Bishop’s House-Seminary in the Diocese of Xuan Loc alone. These 
numbers of vocations left the participants in awe for what blessing it is for a 
country like Vietnam where religious freedom is confined inside the fences 
of the church rather than the Philippines where religious freedom is 
unrestricted and yet a few number of vocations it has. As what Msgr. Gerry 
Santos always ask the Vietnamese priests, “What do you do, that we are 
not doing?”. In the dioceses in Viet Nam, the parish priests also serve as 

3 OP-SIENA SISTERS 

JOINED THE 8th SCIP in 

VIET NAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Fuel for the Mission 
 The Episcopal Commission on Catechesis and Catholic 
Education (ECCCE) of the Philippines held its 8th national Summer 
Catechetical Institute for Priests (SCIP) with the theme, “Living the Joy of 
the Gospel: “The Church in Dialogue” at the Bishop’s House-Seminary in 
the Diocese of Xuan Loc in Viet Nam on April 20 to 24, 2015. The four day 
convention is packed with series of conferences and different pastoral-
catechetical interesting and enjoyable activities participated in by 59 
priests and 2 bishops representing 35 dioceses and commissions.  They 
were also accompanied by a 9-member Secretariat made up of 5 sisters 
and 4 young lay people. 
  The SCIP gathering began with the Enthronement of the Bible 
and Image of the Blessed Virgin Mary, followed by the Words of Wisdom 
given by Most Rev. Dominic Nguyen Chiu Trinh, Bishop of Xuan Loc and 
the presentation of the delegates and programme overview by Msgr. 
Gerardo “Gerry” O. Santos, the Executive Secretary of ECCCE. 
Subsequently, the ever joyful Most Reverend Francisco M. De Leon, DD, 
ECCCE Chairman gave his Keynote Address which paved the way to the 
first talk of the conference entitled, “Missionary Catechesis in the Context 
of the Church in Viet Nam” delivered by Most Rev. Joseph Dinh Duc Dao, 
Rector of St. Joseph Seminary and Auxiliary Bishop of Xuan Loc. 
 On the second day, Reverend Fr. Edgar Javier, SVD presented 
his talk on, “The Tripod of the Dialogue in the FABC: Implications to 
Philippine Catechesis” while Msgr. Sabino A. Vengco presented his talk 
on the “Theology of Dialogue” which was then followed by an open forum. 
In the afternoon, the participants listened attentively to Msgr. Gerry Santos 
as he presented the modules for the International Eucharistic Congress in 
2016 which served as the 4th conference during the day. 
 
A Gaze to Evangelization and Viets’ Culture 
During the early evening of the 2nd day of the 8th SCIP, the OP Sisters of 
St. Catherine of Siena, Than Tam warmly welcomed the SCIP partakers in 
their Motherhouse as initial exposure and orientation of the Vietnamese 
culture particularly the history of the letter “S” shaped land of Viet Nam 
came to be evangelized. During a plush of dinner, a socialization and 
interaction between Filipino religious men and women engulfed with 
exchange of stories as well as different matters of religious concerns 
particularly the joys and challenges in the work of mission. Consequently, 
a striking stage presentation of the History of Evangelization in Viet Nam 
by the Sisters including the aspirants, novices and juniors moved 
everyone with the dramatic portrayal of the life of the martyrs whose blood 
watered the seed of Catholicism in the Viets living in the south. 
 On the third and fourth day, the participants had their pastoral 
exposure to the different parishes and varied apostolates of religious men 
and women to the diocese of Ba Ria and Xuan Loc. The participants 
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 For the start of the year 2015, Mother Francisca 
Commission held its meeting at the house of Hermana Mavi 
Tiangco Zuñiga. Mother Jesusa Enginco, OP, head of the 
Mother Francisca Commission mentioned that the current year 
is declared by the Chrurch in the Philippines as the Year of the 
Poor and Year of Consecrated Life by the Holy Father Pope 
Francis. 
 
 She also showed and explained the Positio on the life, 
virtues and fame of sanctity of Mother Francisca del Espiritu 
Santo de Fuentes which was submitted to the Congregation for 
the Causes of Saints, Vatican by Relature Generale Fr. 
Vincenzo Criscuolo, OFM Cap. 
 
 The Positio’s main reference is the Breve Relacion , a 
50 page manuscript written by Fr. Juan de Sto. Domingo, OP 
completed on October 28, 1711; sixty four days after Mo. 

Francisca’s death on August 24, 1711. On the ocassion of the 
200th Death Anniversary of Mo. Francisca, the original 
manuscript was discovered in the library of Sto. Domingo 
Convent, perfectly conserved. In 1996, during the 300th 
Foundation of the Beaterio de Sta. Catalina, now Congregation 
of Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena, one of the 
celebrations was the translation of Breve Relacion from Spanish 
to English in 1996. 
  
 At the last part of the meeting, Mother Jesusa reminded 
each member of LMAMFES  to pray devoutly for a miracle 
through the intercession  of Mo. Francisca del Espiritu Santo. 
She added that the Postio Paper is the first prerequisite to 
Beatification and the second is a miracle. The meeting 
adjoumed followed by a sumptuous lunch. 
- - - Sr. Ma. Rhea Castillo, OP  

LMAMFES GATHER WITH THE SPIRITUAL 

Sienans Encounter   

Pope Francis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His Holiness Pope Francis bring his message of “Mercy 
and Compassion” to the religious leaders and youth at University 
of Santo Tomas (UST) Grandstand last January 18, 2015. 

This once in a lifetime opportunity was given to selected 
students of Siena College, Quezon City. Together with college 
instructors Miss Arlene Ramos and Mrs. Salome Tolentino and 
other members of SCQC community, they braved the massive 
crowd and pouring rain just to have glimpse and an encounter with 

the pope.After more than 5 hours of waiting, it was a worth it 
experience. After his long motorcade, Pope Francis has finally 
arrived in UST at around 10 am. He entered the Arch of Centuries 
and signed the guest book of UST. The crowd chanted “Bienvenido, 
Papa Francisco!” and “We love you Pope Francis!” as the pope 
mobile passed through the gates of the campus. The people were 
cheering, crying, mixed emotions when they saw the Pope waved to 
the crowd with contagious smile.  

The program started with the singing of “We Are All God's 
Children” which was led by Thomasian Volunteers; followed by the 
testimonies from the youth, Leandro Santos II, a UST Civil Law 
student and Rikki Macolor, UST engineering graduate—wherein he 
shared his experience while researching in Leyte after Yolanda 
crisis. Afterwards, Pope Francis had an emotional encounter with 
Tulay ng Kabataan kids: 14-year-old Jun Chura and 12-year-old 
Glyzelle Palomar, both former street children. They shared their 
own stories, how they battled poverty and child-abuse.  

The leader of the Catholic Church ended his message with 
a quote "To be wise, use three languages: To THINK well, to FEEL 
well, and to DO well." Use the three languages of the mind, of the 
heart and of your hands... feel what you think, and feel what you do. 
Do what you think and what you feel to do, all that harmoniously.  
 Rain or shine, it's indeed a great blessing to be a part of 
the UST Papal Visit not everyone is privileged to see the Pope. The 
majestic words of the Pope Francis plus the number of people who 
participated were a magical sight to witness. Everyone was really 
lucky and blessed to witness Pope Francis and be part of the big 

Catholic history in our country. - - - Dane Jaivey Dagohoy / IV- 
ABMC (SCQC) 
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