
Archdiocese of Manila 

 

Cause of Canonization 

Servant of God  Francisca del Espiritu Santo (Francisca de Fuentes) 

Foundress of the Congregation of Dominican Sisters 

of St. Catherine of Siena (1647-1711) 

 

"Supplex libellus" 

 

 In the diocese of Manila, in the 17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries, the Holy Spirit of God, the 

Lord and life-giver, inspired some forms of community life among women, that were 

connected with the spirituality of the religious Orders who were the evangelizers of the 

Philippine Islands from the end of the 16
th

 century.. 

 Experiences of this type were the foundations of the so-called "Beaterios" which 

in more recent times  opened up and became religious congregations.  Such are the 

foundations of Servant of God Ignacia del Espiritu Santo (1663-1748) and of the Servants 

of God  Cecilia Rosa Talangpaz and Dionisia Mitas Talangpaz (+1731. 1732). 

 The forerunner among them, was Francisca, daughter of Simon de Fuentes and 

Ana del Castillo y Tamayo, born in Manila in 1647, became a Dominican Tertiary in 

1682 with the name of Francisca del Espiritu Santo. 

 In 1686,  she together with 3 companions, opted to a form of christian community 

life, under the Rule of the Third Order of St. Dominic and with the approval granted in 

1688 by the Master General of the Friars Preachers, Antonino Cloche. 

 The Beaterio, dedicated to the great teacher, St. Catherine of Siena, was 

definitively established on July 26, 1696  with the profession of Mother Francisca and 7 

other beatas, among them was her blood sister Ana Maria.  They benefitted from the 

guidance of the Dominican Friars, among whom was Fr. Juan de Sto. Domingo, author of 

a "Breve relacion de la fundacion del Beaterio de Santa Catalina",  published 

posthumously in 1911. 

 The Institution endured difficult trials in its first years, even with expulsion of its 

members from the place for 2 years.  But the difficulties were largely external, arising 

from  conflict of jurisdiction between the Domnican Order and the Archbishop of Manila, 

and the Beaterio resumed its life and activity from 1706 and took form as a "Colegio" for 

the education of native, mestiza and Spanish young girls. 

 From this came the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena in our century, 

with the Generalate House in Quezon City. 

 The personality of Mother Francisca was the unifying element and promoter of  

much christian vitality.  As foundress,  she brought forth exemplary strength and virtues:  

Eucharistic and Marian devotion, compassionate charity of neighbor, strength in trials, 

penance, love of community and observance of the Rule. 

 Mother Francisca died in the peace of the saints on the 24
th

  of August 1711, 

leaving a memory of virtue  that still lives on  today. 

 For this, the Congregation that reveres her as Mother, on the occasion of 

celebrating the 3
rd

 centenary of the foundation in 1996 felt inspired to deepen its 

knowledge and veneration of the life and charism of Francisca;  the sisters felt the desire 

to  promote  her Cause for canonization.   



 Towards this end, on February 22, 2000, the undersigned was nominated 

Postulator of the Cause for Canonization,  an office that was accepted by Your Eminence. 

 The petition therefore that I now propose is that Your Eminence accept the wish 

of the Petitioners of the Cause and mine, and so authorize the Diocesan Inquiry according 

to the "Normae ab Episcopis servandae in inquisitionibus faciendis in Causis sanctorum",  

issued in 1983 by the respective Congregation for the Causes of Saints. 

 According therefore to the prescription no. 10 of the said "Normae", I present the 

official pètition, accompanied by the biography of the Servant of God and by the history 

of her foundation, contained in the volume "Juan de Santo Domingo, O.P. - the Beaterio 

de Santa Catalina" in new edition edited by Fidel Villarroel, O.P.,  Quezon  City 1996. 

 There are no published writings of the Servant of God to show with this "supplex 

libellus".  Treating it therefore as an ancient Cause, with the gathered and sifted  

documentation (Normae, no. 14), a list of witnesses will be presented on the reputation of 

sanctity  which  Francisca del Espiritu Santo enjoys up to the present day (Normae, n. 

15.b). 

 Confident that the Cause of this Servant of God, be accepted by Your Eminence, 

as already were the Causes of the other Servants of God mentioned above, I hope it will 

proceed, which would favor the progress of the Congregation founded by her and of the 

Church of God in Manila. 

 

With deep respects and gratitude. 

 

 

 

 

 Fr. Innocenzio Venchi, O.P. 

Postulator General 

 

 

Rome,  24 May 2000 

Feast of the Translation of St. Dominic 
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His Eminence  Jaime Cardinal Sin 

Archbishop of Manila 


