
1.	 THE	TRICENTENNIAL	FLAMES

Today,  before us are the flames to be lighted in  re-
membrance of  the  person of  great significance not 
merely  as Foundress of the Beaterio de Santa Cat-
alina de Sena now the Congregation of Dominican 
Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena, Philippines but  as 
a gift to the Church through her unwavering faith, 
dauntless courage and trust that continue to live on 
in the hearts of those whose lives  Mother Francisca 
have touched by her exemplary love for the needy 
and the oppressed  and become source of inspira-
tion to bravely and trustingly  face their own strug-
gles and daily endeavors in life

The FLAMES signify Mother Francisca’s burning 
love for Jesus and neighbor particularly to the poor, 
the sick and the young… and these flames continue 
to lit through the Sisters, lay patners; parents, per-
sonnel, students, and alumni and friends.

The lighting of flames marks a new beginning and 
a promise of commitment to take part in the race in 
attempt to spread the ultimate message, the WORD 
made FLESH,   our LORD  JESUS CHRIST.

2.	 THE	TRICENTENNIAL	MONUMENT

On August 24, 1911,  the first statue to a Filipino 
woman was dedicated to Mother Francisca del 
Espiritu Santo de Fuentes.  The life-size statue 
was erected in the garden of the Beaterio-
colegio de Sata. Catalina, in Intramuros, in 
commemoration of the second centenary of her 
death.

Today, August 24, 2010, we rededicate this statue 
of Mother francisca as we launch the Mother 
Francisca Tricentennial Celebration 1711 – 
2011.

3.	 THE	TRICENTENIAL	IMAGE	&	COLORS

THE TRICENTENNIAL IMAGE

THE TRICENTENNIAL IMAGE  in a tarpaulin depicts 
the 5C´s  as lived out  by the Servant of God Francisca del 
Espiritu Santo de Fuentes and an invitation for us to also live 
out today the 5 C´s in the spirit of Mother Francisca.

The 5 C´s originate from the  four pillars of the OP Sienans 
which are to live in COMMUNITY, COMPASSION for the 
poor and the marginalized, to love and respect CREATION 
and to desire and willfully live in intimacy with God through 
CONTEMPLATION.  To which is added CULT, that is to 
recognize above all else God´s great love for humankind in 
worship and praise.

On the upper most of the same image is inscribed the TRI-
CENTENNIAL THEME which is WE REMEMBER…
WE WITNESS…AND WE CELEBRATE.  It connotes 
totality of what and how the SERVANT OF GOD FRAN-
CISCA DEL ESPIRITU SANTO DE FUENTES lived out 
her faith and love for God and neighbor  and what and how 
we are drawn to take part as well.

THE TRICENTENNIAL COLORS (PURPLE, WHITE 
AND GOLD  )

PURPLE   (LOVE OF PENANCE AND SUFFERING)
  
Purple in our church liturgy  can symbolize pain, suffering, 
and therefore mourning and penitence. Thus a  liturgical 
color for the Season of Lent.  

Her life and death is a testimony  of her total surrender to 
God.  Fr. Juan de Sto. Domingo has written in the Breve 
Relacion, “She died on the feast of St. Bartholomew, August 
24, 1711.  Her death was the result of pure weakness.  To the 
years she added the mortification of her body;  although she 
was not yet 64 years old, externally she looked more than 70 
years, because her penances, fastings and mortifications and 
the resulting maladies consumed her.  She died between 2 and 
3 o’clock in the morning of that day.”  (Breve p.93 par.1)
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WHITE (PURITY, HOLINESS AND VIRTUOUS LIFE)

White in our Holy Church is widely known as symbol 
of   purity, holiness, and virtue, as well as respect and 
reverence. 

In the  life of Mother Francisca, WHITE symbolizes 
her great love for Jesus in the Eucharist.  As narrated 
by her spiritual director, Fr. Juan de Sto. Domingo,  
“When she could no longer rise from her bed I went 
upstairs to say Holy Mass early morning and I gave 
her Holy Communion twice a week and she received 
the Lord with supreme joy and benefit for her soul.” 
(Breve p.93 par. 2)

GOLD (A HEART THAT MATTERS NOTHING BUT 
GIVING)

The Church recognizes that Gold symbolizes what 
is precious and valuable, and so symbolizes majesty, 
joy, and celebration. Because of its brightness 
metallic gold also symbolizes the presence of God. 

For Mother Francisca there is nothing that matters 
most  but finding  a place in the heart of our 
Lord through those whom God cares most  - her 
compassion for the poor, the sick and the young in 
her time.  Such are golden traces of Mother Francisca 
and the Beatas  who by zealously praying and  living 
in community   experience the Lord’s unrequited  
love and find vigor and strength  to share their lives  
with   others, so that others may see what they see 
and hear what they hear and all  together find their 
way in the arms of Our Lord.

4.	 THE	TRICENTENNIAL	DOVES

The release of the three doves soaring skyward 
symbolizes the Holy Trinity guiding the Congregation 
which she founded and which she so loved and 
cherished for more than 300 years and  in the years 
to come. It symbolizes Mother Francisca´s freedom 
from attachment to material and earthly things.  The 
freedom that made her spirit soared high and met her 
Creator triumphantly on August 24, 1711. 


