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The Secretary of Tourism Alberto Aldaba Lim wishes to send his warmest greetings to everyone 

his apologies for not being able to come this afternoon.  As his representative, I’m honored to be here to 

join you on this special occasion.  Please allow me to read Secretary Lim’s message. 

Prioress General and Chair of the Mother Francisca Commission, Mother Ma. Jesusa Enginco, 

Mother Stella Salao, Mother Cecilia Calaguas, Mother Ma. Teresa Examen, Rev. Fr. Napoleon 

Encarnacion and all the religious, members of the Lay Missionary Associates of Mother Francisca del 

Espiritu Santo, members of the Congregation of Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena, honored 

guest, benefactors, friends, ladies and gentlemen – Good Afternoon. 

I’m very delighted to join you on this special occasion marking the 299th Anniversary of the 

Death of Mother Francisca del Espiritu Santo --- the foundress of a Filipina religious Congregation, the 

Beaterio de Santa Catalina, now known as the Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of 

Siena.  It always gives me much pleasure to be in the company of the Religious because I am reminded 

of my uncle, my Father’s brother, the late Msgr. Pat Lim who served for a long time as the parish priest 

of Nuestra Señora de la Strada Parish in Quezon City. 

Mother Francisca was truly a woman of God, reading her life story, one sees the inspiring ideal 

that despite spiritual desertion and opposition, she held on to her faith.  It seems to me her persistence 

sprung from her sense of duty to serve the needs of the Filipinas in the walled city.  That strength of 

character, dedication to prayer, fidelity to duty, commitment in spreading God’s words through charity 

works and education have paid off for our country. 

From the Beaterio she founded about three centuries ago, rose notable educational institutions 

like the Colegio de Sta. Catalina, first located in Intramuros before transferring to Legarda in Sampaloc 

after the war, the Siena College in Quezon City and others in some parts of the country. 

I would like to think that today we are celebrating not Mother Francisca’s death but her life and 

her ideals. Mother Francisca truly touched the lives and hearts of our countrymen.  She lived and died in 

Intramuros.  It is only appropriate that we have here in Intramuros a statue and a plazuela in her honor.  

I hope when visitors – local and foreign tourists – go around this historic walled city of Intramuros, they 

will not skip this little plaza where a part of the life and times of Mother Francisca are inscribed in the 

markers.  It is high time that they learned about the religious significance of Mother Francisca in our 

history. 



 

And for that matter, I would like Intramuros to be known as a Heritage attraction and a major 

tourist destination for people to enjoy and know part of our history.  Intramuros has witnessed some of 

the most important events in our nation’s history unfold within its walls.  We cannot ignore history and 

culture as key components of a complete tourism package. 

I am aware of the efforts of the congregation and devotees of Mother Francisca for her to be 

beatified and canonized.  Indeed, I would like to see the magnitude of Mother Francisca’s devotees 

increase worldwide as the faithful daughter of St. Catherine of Siena within the foreseeable future as 

she approaches beatification and canonization.  The increasing number of testimonials and miracles 

attributed to her affirm the rich tradition of healing in this country especially among Filipino women and 

the unique character of Filipino (and Asian) Catholic spirituality found in Intramuros and its religious 

sites.  Hopefully, with the full support of the local devotees of Mary (Our Lady of Immaculate 

Concepcion, our Lady of Consolation, our Lady of La Naval, our Lady of Lourdes, etc.)  and of Mother 

Francisca as well as the other religious orders within the walled city, the Department of Tourism and the 

Intramuros Administration can evolve an integrated spiritually-enriching and potentially-healing 

multitrack Pilgrimage Tourism Program that showcases Filipino culture like the pilgrimages to other 

religious destinations. 

We, in the Department of Tourism and the Intramuros Administration fully support the move 

of the Congregation for Mother Francisca’s Beatification that will further give glory to God and serve as 

an inspiration for all of us.  We trust that with the grace of the Holy Spirit, Mother Francisca will be 

elevated to sainthood in God’s time. 

As we look forward to the Tricentennial Celebration of her death next year (2011), let us all 

continue our devotion and prayer to this humble Servant of God, Mother Francisca del Espiritu Santo 

de Fuentes.  We are confident that thru her intercession, our prayers will be granted. 

 

Thank you and a pleasant afternoon to all. 


